WOLSEY

The one man who befriended him in his
wretchedness, who was perhaps the means of
prolonging his life for a short while, was Thomas
Cromwell, whom Wolsey had raised to power.
For, among the crimes that were to blacken this
man's memory to all posterity, that of ingratitude
was not one. He had joined his old master-at
Esher, had helped him to put his house in order
and raise enough money to pay his servants.
Moreover, he kept him in touch with movements
at Court, and now he was able to help him in his
illness. When the King heard of it, he sent him
four physicians of his own and commanded the
best of them that he was not to leave Esher until
assured of the Cardinal's life. An envoy was
despatched with a ring straight from the King's
own finger, as a token of lasting friendship.

It does not need much psychological insight
to realise that Wolsey's speedy recovery in
February was due more to his reviving hope than
to the skill of a king's physician ; and, for the
first time, the King's word did not prove a hope-
less mirage. On February 14 he received the
royal pardon for his offences, was restored to the
Archbishopric of York with its revenues - except
the magnificent house at York Place, West-
minster, in which Henry and Anne were already
lodged. He asked for the restoration of Win-
chester and St. Albans ; but Gardiner had his
eye on Winchester, and the Dukes of Norfolk and
Suffolk were anxious that he should have no